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The reward of the Non-Muslims 


We find it strange that when you bring up death and the idea that we will all die and 
leave this earth, people seem to become depressed and upset. They seem to think, “Why 
are you reminding me of death while I'm enjoying my life?” But the Prophet Ē says, 
“Visit the graves, for they remind you of the Hereafter.” 


Sahih al-Tirmidhi (1054), graded as sahih by Shuaib Al-Arna’oot in Takhreej Al-Musnad 
(23052), Ibn Abd al-Barr in al-Tamheed (20/239) and Al-Albani in Sahih Al-Nasa’i 
(5667). 


This, I believe, is a big trick of Shaytan to keep people from thinking about death. When 
you think about death, you understand that one day you will have to leave, you 
recognize the real truth about this world, you realize we aren't here to enjoy life, we have 
a purpose that Allah, Exalted Be He, sent us for. Shaytan does not want us to think about 
death because the moment you do, you will begin praying and giving up any sins you 
may have indulged in. Remembering death is a Sunnah, and it is a very beneficial 
Sunnah. It makes you recognize the value of the hereafter and that this life isn't 
everything. It will make you realize that the things I may be after, money, cars, houses, 
and fame, will not help me when I die. It makes you realize the importance of the the 
hereafter over this worldly life. 


This reminds me of the hadith in which the Prophet of Allah # said, “The deceased are 


followed by three, two of whom return, and one of whom remains with him. He is 
followed by his family, wealth, and deeds, so his family and his wealth returns and his 
deeds remain.” 


This hadith was included in Sahih al-Bukhari (6514). 


The reality is that we will all die one day; one may live to be 100, another may only live 
to be 30, and another might not even live past the age of two. We might not understand 
the wisdom behind this, but it is up to Allah to decide; after all, he is the best planner. 
We must remember why Allah has sent us to this world. When non-Muslims are asked 
why they are here, they will most likely respond “To do good”. Worshiping Allah is not 
in their books, but Allah states clearly in the Quran (Surat Adh-Dhariyat, 51:56), 


*And Idid not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me.” 


Allah Akbar, Allah has made it very clear in his Ouran why He Has sent us to this world. 
We have to acknowledge that we are not here to worship our desires, but rather to 
worship Allah and Allah alone. After that is doing good deeds, but doing good deeds 
without worshiping or believing in Allah defeats the purpose. 


The Prophet of Allah said, “Verily, Allah does not treat a believer unjustly in regard to 


his virtues. He would confer upon him (His blessing) in this world and would give him 
reward in the Hereafter. And as regards a non-believer, he would be made to taste the 
reward (of virtue in this world) what he has done for himself so much that when it would 
be the Hereafter, he would find no virtue for which he should be rewarded.” 


This hadith was mentioned in Sahih Muslim (2808). 


This hadith is extremely interesting to think about. Many non-Muslims today believe 
that I am only here to do good deeds, and they don't seem to believe in Allah. So they 
wonder, “Will I go to Jannah if I do good deeds but don't pray or fast in Ramadan or 
believe in Allah?” Let us suppose there is a non-Muslim who does not believe in Allah. 
He does several acts of goodness throughout his life, such as donating money to the 
needy, helping others, visiting the sick, and so on. So, based on the hadith, Allah will 
reward such a person in this life because they do not believe in a hereafter, nor the day 
of Judgment or the day of Resurrection, or Allah. So Allah will reward them in this life! 
So Allah would grant this person whatever he desired, such as a large house, an 
expensive car, a large amount of money, and so on. He'll think I'm doing well without 
even worshiping Allah, but that's not the case. So he and many others like him will be 
brought on the Day of Judgment, people who did not believe in Allah, His Messengers, 
or his signs, but they will all believe because they will see Allah, who is so great, in 
front of their eyes. People who worshiped Prophet Jesus (peace be upon him) and said 
he was god, those who created idols with their bare hands and worshiped them, and 
those who claimed there is no god will all stand before Allah. At this point, no one 
would claim that they do not believe in Allah or that an idol is Allah (Allah forbid). So 
this person who did many good deeds but did not believe in Allah would ask Allahfor 
Jannah. He will say to Allah, “Look, I've done so many good deeds; I gave this much to 
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the poor, I helped this person,” and so on. Allah is the most knowledgeable, and He 
knows what good and evil we have all done. So Allah would tell this person, “Yes, 
you've done a lot of good things, but what have you done for me?” Paradise is only for 
those who believe. Those who believe in Allah, His angels, and His signs. You must 
believe in Allah and acknowledge that He is alone without a second, that He Has no 
idols or relatives, that He does not sleep or eat, that He is far greater than such things. So 
this is a requirement for entering Jannah. So, although doing good is important, 
worshiping Allah is the main reason we are here. May Allah guide us and grant us a 
painless death, and may He be pleased with us when we are returned to Him. 


The Tricks of Shaytan 


Another thing we must be aware of is shaytan's tricks. Shaytan isn't randomly going to 
come to you one morning and say, “Let's commit zina.” He begins with something very 
simple and beautifies it. He makes you open the door just a little bit, and when you open 
the door for Shaytan, he will come in and destroy your life in such a way that you won't 
even notice. We'll give an example so one can easily understand. First, Shaytan will 
force you to commit a seemingly minor sin, such as intentionally staring at a woman. 
Even if we may think this is a little sin, the fact is that this has opened the door to a flood 
of other evils. After a while of looking at women, your mind will suggest you to move 
up a level. Now you'll see yourself messaging and talking to women whom you have no 
right to bemessaging and talking to. Slowly but surely, you will begin to hang out with 
women, laughing and chit-chatting with them. It will begin with a fistbump, which will 
lead to a hug, which will lead to zina. We must ask ourselves, “What brought a person to 
zina?” It always starts with that one minor sin, starring at women you shouldn't be 
looking at. That is why Allah commands the believing men in the Quran (Surat An-Nur, 
24:30) to “Reduce [some] of their vision and guard their private parts.” 


It always starts with a small sin that we think is minor, but it grows larger and larger 
over time. This is Shaytan's trick: he makes you think it's just one look, one sip of 
alcohol, one song, one hug, and one handshake. However, these acts destroy people's 
lives. When Shaytan knocks on your door, he doesn't expect or want you to open it 
completely; he only wants you to open it slightly and he will do the rest. Don't think we 
can fool him; he's been around since the time of Prophet Adam (peace be upon him), 
studying mankind and how he can make us sin. Shaytan wants us to commit major sins, 


sins that are addicting. As a result, we see many people around us who are involved in 
sins such as music, zina, theft, drinking, gambling, and interest. We not talking about 
major or minor sins; I'm talking about how he makes us addicted to these sins in general. 
Everyone fools themselves by stating, “I'm only doing this sin once,” but the reality is 
that when you do it once, you have now opened the door, windows, garage door, and 
wallahi your entire house for Shaytan! Do you think a person who steals from a bank 
once will be satisfied with just stealing once? Certainly not! Even if he is found stealing 
and is imprisoned, he will most likely be thinking to himself, “As soon as I leave this 
place, I'm not going to make that same mistake again!” These are the sins that shaytan 
loves, the addicting sins. What benefit will he have if we only drink alcohol once? Most 
people will repent and return to Allah, but shaytan doesn't want that! He wants you to 
continue doing the sin so that when you repent, you begin to doubt whether Allah will 
forgive you or not. Slowly, as you continue to do these sins, he will convince you that 
you should not ask Allah for forgiveness and that you are too dirty to ask Allah for 
forgiveness. He will slowly convince you to leave your prayers and indulge you into the 
worldly life even more then before. He will further distance you from Allah. We have to 
realize that shaytan does not just appear and tell us not to pray or to commit sins. He has 
far more appealing ways of making you sin. He picks the right time, likely when you are 
alone, when you are not thinking about Allah, and then he causes you to sin. 


Another trick of shaytan is to fool you into committing a sin. So he will come to you and 
tell you to commit a sin to which you may already be addicted. He will make you think, 
“Let's just watch a lot of movies today and promise we will never do it again. Let's drink 
so much alcohol today that we'll never drink again!” That is the trick of shaytan! So as 
soon as you consider the pros and cons of committing the sin, you've already fallen 
halfway. You've already made up your mind that I might do it. So, before even thinking 
about it, as soon as shaytan appears and tells you to do this sin, you must get up, do 
ablution, and pray two rakats. 


Allah says (Surat Ar-Ra'd, 13:28), “Those who have believed and whose hearts are 
assured by the remembrance of Allah. Unquestionably, by the remembrance of Allah 


hearts are assured.” 


The moment you fall for shaytan's tricks and take the entire day off to do the same sin in 


order to avoid doing it again, you've made a huge mistake. You can't fool yourself into 
believing, “I'll do this sin so much today that I won't want to do it again,” or “I'll become 
a good Muslim after doing this sin.” After you sin all day, the next day Shaytan will 
come and make you think, “Well, you know today is Thursday, so I'll start being good 
from Monday, which is the first day of the week.” So you end up taking four days to do 
the same sin over and over again, until Monday arrives. It is possible to feel remorse and 
be sincere, but it is extremely difficult when you are making plans to repent four days 
later. So, some time later, you sincerely want to seek Allah for forgiveness, so you make 
dua, but shaytan comes and tells you that you didn't even pray for four days, so how do 
you think Allah will forgive you? That's the trick: he'll make you sin, then make you 
believe Allah won't forgive you, and then you'll keep repeating the same sin over and 
over again. Let's be honest: no matter how many times we do the sin, we are going to 
want to do it again and again. This reminds me of a hadith in which the Prophet Ē said, 


“If Adam's son had a valley full of gold, he would like to have two valleys, for nothing 
fills his mouth except dust. And Allah forgives him who repents to Him.” 


This hadith was mentioned in Sahih al-Bukhari (6439).Never being satisfied 


This leads me to another point: we must accept the fact that we will never have enough. 
We'll never be satisfied with what we have. You marry someone, and you wish you had 
married that other person instead of this person. You may buy a car, but as soon as you 
have it, you will wish you had bought the other car. For example, suppose we go to the 
store and need shampoo, but there are two that look very similar. So you choose one of 
them and head home, but then you start wishing you had picked the other shampoo. 
When the weather is cold, we wish it was hot, and when the weather is hot, we wish it 
was cold. So the Prophet Ē gives us important advice, he says: 


“Look at those who are beneath you and do not look at those who are above you, for it is 
more suitable that you should not consider as less the blessing of Allah.” 


This hadith was mentioned in Sunan Ibn Majah (4142), and also mentioned in Sahih 
Muslim (2963). 


Here, the Prophet = advises us to look at those who have less than what we have. The 
problem with us is that we have a habit of looking up at people, which is why we have 
so much money, so many cars, and such a large house, but we are still unsatisfied in our 
hearts. This problem will not be solved until you start looking at those who have it far 
worse than you. We may not be able to take a vacation this year, so we cry and are 
ungrateful to Allah. We cry because we didn't get our dream car; perhaps we didn't have 
enough money for it. Maybe we didn't eat out this week so we complain to Allah. “Look 
at that person who has this car, and look where I'm at!” Will such a person ever be 
satisfied? We all believe that once I get a million dollars, I will be satisfied and will 
never ask Allah for anything else in my entire lifetime. We believe this right now, but 
after a million, the goal will be changed to two million. 


We will never be satisfied until we are in our graves! This is a disease, especially in our 
day and age, when everyone is too busy showing off what Allah Has given them, 
making others jealous. When you have a car that works, has no problems, and you are 
happy with it, but when you look at someone else's car, even though you don't have a 
problem with your car, you now do because you see other people's cars. We must be 
grateful with what Allah Has provided for us! If you say “I should have had that car that 
my friend has,” are you doubting the plans of Allah Who is the best of planners? Being 
satisfied with what you have is a blessing. In the eyes of others, you are a millionaire or 
a billionaire, even if you don't have the latest phone or the latest car. In the eyes of 
people who don't even have a date to break their fasts, having a pantry full of food, 
makes you the billionaire. But we're focused on proving to this and that person that I'm 
more wealthy. We get carried away with showing off and competing with one another 
over whose house is bigger and who has a better degree, yet none of this will benefit us 
in our graves. We will spend our entire lives proving others wrong, showing off, and 
competing, but none of this will help us in our graves, the actual house we will live in. 
Life will become much easier to live the day that we realize we will spend more time six 
feet under the ground in our graves than in this world. 


The Prophet Š said, “Wealth is not in having many possessions, but rather (true) wealth 
is feeling sufficiency in the soul.” 


This hadith was recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari (6446). 
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The fact is that no matter how wealthy you were, how large your home was, how many 
cars you owned, or what degree you held, none of these will benefit us in our graves. We 
all know that these things won't help us in our graves, but we're so caught up in this 
world that we seem to not care about the hereafter. 


A scholar once said, “The companions of the Prophet £ only wanted Paradise, we also 
want paradise.” 


It seems like Paradise is on our bucket list, but before we ask for it, looks like we have 
to ask Allah to grant me that degree, raise my income, get me that new phone, and get 
me that new car, and only then do we ask for Jannah. What about the day of judgment, 
as all of our duas are only about this worldly life? Dajjal? What about the grave? Isn't all 
of this the reality? The reality that we will one day be 6 feet underground; why don't we 
prepare for it? We prepare for tests months and weeks beforehand in order to pass it, but 
what about the test of life? The real question is whether we will pass on the Day of 
Judgment. How will we compare to the believers who lived hundreds of years before us? 
Allah has made things so easy; by reading this, your wrong doings are forgiven, and by 
performing ablution, your minor sins are forgiven, so why is it still so hard? Yet we 
continue to complain that the five prayers are too much? Imagine if there were 50 
prayers as before, but because of Allah's mercy, He made it easier on us, ten times! But 
we continue to whine and complain. 


The Prophet = said, “Whoever says, 'Subhan Allah wa bihamdihi,' one hundred times a 
day, will be forgiven all his sins even if they were as much as the foam of the sea.” 


This hadith was recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari (6405). 


The Prophet * said, “He who performed ablution well, his sins would come out from his 
body, even coming out from under his nails.” 


This hadith was recorded in Sahih Muslim (245). 


Anas ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: “On the Night of Isra, fifty 
prayers were made obligatory upon the Prophet. Then it was decreased until it was made 
five. Then it was called out: O Muhammad! Indeed My Word does not change; these 
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five prayers will be recorded for you as fifty. 


This hadith was recorded in Sahih al-Tirmidhi (213) and graded as sahih by Shoaib Al- 
Arnaout in Takhreej Al-Musnad (12641), Al-Albani in Sahih Al-Tirmidhi (213) and also 
by Ibn Taymiyyah in Sharh al-Umdah (34). A longer version of this hadith was also 
included in Sahih al-Bukhari (349) and in Sahih Muslim (163). 


Staying away from sins 


Now, let's talk about how to avoid sinning. Of course, we as humans commit sins, but 
there are ways to prevent them, and we should all try our best not to commit any. 


As for the hadith narrated by Anas ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) in which 
the Prophet # said, “Every son of Adam sins, and the best of the sinners are those who 
repent.” 


This hadith was recorded in Sahih al-Tirmidhi (2499), Sunan Ibn Majah (4251), Musnad 
Ahmad (13049) and Sunan ad-Darimi (20/2645). This hadith was graded as da'eef 
(week) by many scholars such as Ibn Uday in Al-Kamil fi Al-Dufa’a (6/354), Imam 
Ahmad in Al-Mukhtab min al-Illal khalaal (72), Ibn Hibban in Al-Majrooheen (2/87), 
Al-Bayhaqi in Shu'ab al-Iman (5/2422), Ibn al-Qaisrani in Thakhira al-Hafiz (4/1844), 
Shuaib Al-Arna’oot in Takhreej Al-Musnad (13049) and also Al-Iraqi in Takhreej Al- 
Ihya (4/55). Some scholars graded this hadith as munkar (denied), however here we 
have mentioned them as da'eef (weak). 


I've found that shaytan studies us to find the best time for us to sin. Perhaps when you 
are alone or at your lowest level of Iman, as we described earlier. I'm afraid to say this 
because I'm fearful it will become an innovation, but I want to be clear that this is not 
part of Islam; it's just something that seems to help when one is tempted to do a sin. 


The first thing we must do is constantly be in wudu (ablution), so that when the urge 
comes, we can stand up and pray two rakats of salah. It's extremely difficult to stand up, 
do ablution, and then pray two rakats when you've been attacked for 10 minutes straight, 
because it's difficult to get yourself up to pray, let alone do wudu. That is why it is a 
good practice to always be in wudu; I am not stating whether or not this is a Sunnah, but 
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itis a good practice. Even if one does wudu for each prayer, it is a Sunnah, and you will 
be in wudu most of the time because the prayers are spread out throughout the day. 
Furthermore, it is a Sunnah to perform ablution before sleeping, which is a beautiful 
Sunnah of the Prophet =. 


So the first thing one can do is to perform wudu. When one has thoughts of committing 
a sin, they can stand up and pray two rakats of salah; they can pray as much as they 
desire, but the least they can pray is two rakats, of course, but the sky is the limit. It is 
important to highlight that these prayers should not be offered during restricted periods, 
such as after the Asr prayer. So, whenever you feel an urge to sin, pray two rakats. We 
found this to be more beneficial than the two alternatives that are listed below. 


If one is unable to pray, or if they have an urge to commit a sin, they can recite the 
Quran. I've found that reciting the Quran with the actual mushaf is far more beneficial 
than reading it on one's phone. The issue with using your phone is that it only takes two 
clicks and two seconds later you're on social media or texting someone you shouldn't be. 
But, once again, one should do what is easiest for them. If you don't have ablution or the 
time to read the Quran because you're at work or school, you can recite a Surah that you 
remember. Even if you only know a few verses, you can recite them until the urges are 
gone. The reason I'm not advising people to read a specific Surah is because I don’t want 
people to take this as the Sunnah. 


The last suggestion we can give is to engage in dhikr. So, if one is unable to pray or read 
the Quran, one may practice dhikr and remember Allah, Exalted Be He. Dhikr is 
something that I believe many people neglect as important, but the fact is that it is 
extremely beneficial and keeps us from committing sins. When a person is praising 
Allah and doing dhikr, it is extremely unlikely that they will think about committing a 
sin. It is possible, but we believe it is extremely unlikely. When someone is praising 
Allah, it's difficult to make that person think about doing something haram on his phone. 
Perhaps if a person is praising Allah while watching a video and something haram 
appears, that person will lower his gaze. Of course, this does not always happen, but we 
believe it is unlikely that someone remembering Allah will commit a sin at the same 
time. So one can perform dhikr and remember Allah to be protected from sins. As we 
said earlier, we will not specify which dhikr can be recited because some might take this 
as the Sunnah, which it is not, as far as we are aware. It is true that the Prophet would 
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recite many dhikrs throughout the day, and there are many dhikrs one can recite in a day, 
but one should do what is easiest for them. If one is unable to do dhikr, perhaps the least 
we can do to avoid sins is to perform adhkar after prayers in the morning and evening, as 
well as before sleeping; this will, In sha Allah, keep a person busy in remembering 
Allah. To stay consistent, one should set a goal of how much dhikr or pages of the Ouran 
they can recite. This is completely up to the the person to decide. One person may be 
able to read five pages while another may only be able to read one; we should do what 
we're able because the Prophet * said, 


“The most beloved deed to Allah is the most regular and constant even if it were little.” 
This hadith was recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari (6464). 


Regarding the dhikrs that the Prophet 7 would recite throughout the day, we have 
mentioned some authentic hadiths below. 


The Prophet Ē said, “By Allah! I ask for forgiveness from Allah and turn to Him in 
repentance more than seventy times a day.” 


The Prophet * said, “There are two expressions which are very easy for the tongue to 
say, but they are very heavy in the balance and are very dear to The Beneficent (Allah), 
and they are, ‘Subhan Allah Al- Azim’ and ‘Subhan Allah wa bihamdihi.’” 


The first hadith was recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari (6307), while the second was recorded 
in Sahih al-Bukhari (6406). 


Innovations 


There are many supplications that one can recite throughout the day; we've only 
mentioned a few above, but there is no limit to how many supplications one can recite as 
long as they aren't connected to a specific act of worship which is not part of Islam. 
We've seen many people recite Ayatul Kursi after the obligatory prayers, but they do so 
with their hands on their heads. This is not part of Islam; it is an innovation because the 
Prophet = did not do this. 
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Reciting Ayatul Kursi upon completing the prayer 


The Prophet said, “Whoever recites Ayatul Kursi after each obligatory prayer, nothing 
will stop him from entering Paradise except death.” 


This hadith was mentioned in Al-Mu'jam al-Awsat (8068) and graded as sahih by Al- 
Albani in Al-Silsilah Al-Sahihah (972), Ibn Baz in Majmoo’ Fataawa (11/50), Ibn 
Hibban in Bulugh Al-Maram (97), Al-Suyuti in Al-Jami Al-Saghir (8907), Al-Shawkani 
in Tuhfat al-Dhikrin (199), Ibn Kathir in Tafsir al-Qur'an al-'Azim (1/454), Shoaib Al- 
Arnaout in Takhreej Zad Al-Maad (1/293) and by Al-Mandhari in Al-Targheeb wa’l- 
Tarheeb (2/374). This hadith was also graded as hasan by Al-Wadi'i in Al-Sahih Al- 
Musnad (478). 


It is Sunnah to recite Ayatul Kursi, but it is not Sunnah to connect Ayatul Kursi to 
reciting it with your hand on your head. Many people mistake this for a Sunnah, but it is 
not. What happens is that people start taking this as a Sunnah and start making their own 
versions. People begin to use logic, and you will see some putting their hands on their 
eyes and saying, “Ayatul Kursi is so powerful that reciting it will make my eyes better.” 
If one does not have hair, they might start touching their head while reciting Ayatul 
Kursi in order for their hair to grow. This is all an innovation and has no basis in Islam. 


g] 


We have to fear Allah and remember what the Prophet = said about innovations, he said, 


“If somebody innovates something which is not in harmony with the principles of our 
religion, that thing is rejected.” 


This hadith was mentioned in Sahih al-Bukhari (2697). 

The Prophet * also said, “Some of my companions will come to me at my Lake Fount, 
and after I recognize them, they will then be taken away from me, whereupon I will say, 
‘My companions!’ Then it will be said, "You do not know what they innovated (new 
things) in the religion after you.’” 


This hadith was mentioned in Sahih al-Bukhari (6582). 


Apart from these hadiths, the following hadith scares me the most: 
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Anas ibn Malik (may Allāh be pleased with him) narrated: “The fact which stops me 
from narrating a great number of hadiths to you is that the Prophet = said, ‘Whoever 
tells a lie against me intentionally, then (surely) let him occupy his seat in Hell-fire.’” 


This hadith was mentioned in Sahih al-Bukhari (108). 


When told that this is not part of Islam, many people say, “But it's a good thing.” They 
say, “Yes, the Prophet £ may not have done this, but it's a good thing!” Many people 
make supplications after each obligatory prayer in the Masjid, and when you tell them 
it's not part of Islam, they say it's a good thing and we're making dua, so what's the 
problem? This fact reminds me of a very simple example: why don't we add “Allah 
Akbar Allah Akbar, Laillaha Illallah, ‘Muhammad Rasulullah’” to the adhan? Logic says 
this is correct, because the Prophet is the last and final messenger, which is also a good 
thing. However, the same people will not agree because the adhan has been the same 
since the beginning of Islam. 


So, when we call ourselves Muslims, we must only follow Islam and keep our logic 
away from the beautiful deen of Allah. The word Islam literally means to “Submit to the 
will of Allah.” When we question and use our logic, is this submission to Allah? 
Submission to Allah means obeying Allah and his Messenger in everything, even if it 
makes no sense to us; we must do it because Allah said so, and that's all there is to it! 


Submitting to Allah 


Allah says (Surat An-Nisa, 4:65), “But no, by your Lord, they will not [truly] believe 
until they make you, [O Muhammad], judge concerning that over which they dispute 
among themselves and then find within themselves no discomfort from what you have 
judged and submit in [full, willing] submission.” 


Allah, Exalted Be He, swears an oath and says, “But no, by your Lord.” The reality is 
that we neither understand nor attempt to understand Allah's words. There is a deeper 
point that we are not aware of. Before saying the rest of the verse, Allah swears. Assume 
you meet someone and greet him by saying, “My name is Abduallah.” In response, he 
says, “By Allah, my name is Muhammad!” That shows that the person is attempting to 
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convince you that I am not lying, that this is the truth, and that there is no room for 
doubt! Think about Allah saying, “But no, by your Lord.” Allah takes an oath to show to 
the believers that there is absolutely no doubt about what Allah is about to say. We 
already know what Allah says is true, but the fact that Allah takes an oath before 
finishing the verse shows the importance of this verse. 


Allah then says, “They will not [truly] believe until they make you, [O Muhammad], 
judge concerning that over which they dispute among themselves...” 


Allah says that you will not be a true believer until you make Allah's Messenger Ē the 
judge. Judge in what? In the things that suits us? The things that his rulings make sense 
to us? The things that benefit us? “Judge concerning that which they dispute among 
themselves,” Allah says in response. So Allah answers that question, judge in every little 
thing, whether it benefits us or not, whether the logic makes sense or not, in everything! 
Now what does Islam mean again? Submission to Allah! So Allah instructs us to make 
our Prophet # the judge in all matters, but the verse does not stop there, Allah says, 


“And then find within themselves no discomfort from what you have judged...” 


Then Allah tells us something else! Not only is Allah telling us to accept the ruling, to 
make the Prophet * the final judge in all matters, but also to find no discomfort in the 
ruling! To love the ruling, to accept it with your heart, whether you like it or not, 
whether it suits you or not! This is called submission. This is called Islam. 


And then Allah ends the verse by saying, “And submit in [full, willing] submission.” 
Allah does not only want you to make the Messenger of Allah as the judge in all matters, 
but also to accept, love, and to find absolutely no problems in following the ruling! 


Trusting Allah's plans 


Wallahi, it's strange how people have no problems when they go to the doctor and the 
doctor hands them a piece of paper with the name of the medicine written on it. They 
don't think twice about it, they don't ask the doctor where he got his degree or how much 
experience he has, they just see he has a stethoscope and a white suit, and they trust 
whatever medicine he prescribes without question! Someone hands you a medicine that 
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you have no idea about, to eat three times a day, but you are willing to take it? But why 
is it that when it comes to Allah's rulings, we start using logic and feelings? Does a 
doctor know more than Allah? When we chose to be called Muslims, we freely chose to 
submit to Allah. Allah never forced us to take this path; we chose it. This is the core 
belief of Islam, to submit to Allah. But how can we submit when we guestion every 
other ruling of Allah and his Messenger 5? 


We have to understand that if what you are doing is not Islamic, and if it was good, the 
Prophet Œ would have done it before you. If it had been something beneficial, the 
companions, who are the best generation, would have done it. Or maybe the two 
generations after them, but the fact that they didn't shows that it's an innovation. We 
must ask ourselves if we are better than the Prophet ™ (Allah forbid). Do we know 
anything that he, his companions, and the two generations did not? 


Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her) reported that a person asked the Prophet = as to 
who amongst the people were the best. He said: “Of the generation to which I belong, 
then of the second generation (generation adjacent to my generation), then of the third 
generation (generation adjacent to the second generation).” 


This hadith was recorded in Sahih Muslim (2536). 


May Allah forgive us for our shortcomings and sins. May Allah guide us in our beloved 
Prophet's footsteps. 


The love of this world 


Another issue we face in life is the fact that we become addicted to this world and 
become lost in it. Even if one prays his five prayers, we forget the real reason we are 
here. We get lost in this worldly life and forget Allah and his Messenger =. The truth is 
that this is a major issue for each and every one of us. We all have something we love in 
this world; perhaps that is the thing we love and pay attention to so much that we forget 
the love for Allah and his messenger. It's sad how we can forget the one who created us 
and everything else on this planet and in the universe (Allah)! To fully love Allah and 
his messenger, we need to give up our love for this world. An example comes to mind: if 
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you see a garbage can full of trash and it smells really bad, would you just spray air 
freshener in it and walk away? If you do this, the smell may go away for a while, but it 
will still smell bad as long as the trash is inside the can. The solution to this problem is 
not only to spray appealing scents, but also to remove trash from the inside and clean it 
with a cloth. 


To remove the love of this dunya, we cannot simply pray and read the Quran and expect 
the love to go away. That may work temporarily, but just as the smell of trash returns, so 
will the love of the dunya in your heart. To remove the love of these material 
possessions, you have to first cleanse your soul and heart, and then you will notice a 
difference when you read the Quran and pray. We're not saying don't pray until your 
heart is completely cleansed of the love of this world; that's impossible for us to do as 
humans. The only way to get the love of this world out of your heart is to first recognize 
what is standing between you and Allah. Most of the time, we are so preoccupied with 
our daily lives that we don't have time to think about and talk to Allah, let alone connect 
with him. There is no perfect way that works for everyone, but we've noticed that if 
someone is addicted to something, it's a good idea to start making yourself not like it. 
For instance, if a person is constantly thinking about money, thinking, “I want this car 
and this house,” the best thing to do is to start looking at people below you. Another 
thing you can do is donate to charity, which will make you realize that this world isn't 
everything. Don't give so much that you can't pay your bills and end up on the street, but 
don't give so little that it doesn't make a difference. When someone becomes addicted to 
a sin, such as looking at the opposite gender or listening to music, they should begin 
donating money to charity every time they listen to music. So, every time you listen to a 
song, set a goal for yourself: “I'm going to give this much money to the needy,” and 
gradually increase the amount. You'll eventually wonder if this song is even worth this 
much money! If you don't have any money, you can set a goal for yourself such as “I 
will pray this much nafl (voluntary prayers) or do this much dhikr or fast these many 
days.” The benefit of these things is that they are all rewardable, and they also lead you 
to leave a sin, which is also a benefit. This is much better than someone who does not 
even attempt to turn away from a sin to which they may be addicted. That's like laying 
down your weapons in front of shaytan and declaring, “I'm giving up” We have to 
continue to fight and stand up as long as we are alive. We fall, but we have to get back 
up and not let shaytan win! 
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Fighting shaytan 

Shaytan convinces us to commit a sin and convinces us that are only going to do it once! 
A person who never thought about doing zina in his entire life, shaytan slowly starts by 
making him look at someone who he has no right to be looking at. He makes the person 
believe it is only once, that it is a minor sin. This results in the person thinking, “T'I just 
do it once, and then I'll repent and ask Allah for forgiveness.” People believe this is the 
end, but it is only the beginning of a difficult journey. It's like when a thief knocks on 
your door and you open the whole door and let him in. Shaytan only wants you to 
slightly open the door, or perhaps just unlock it. He can handle the rest. Consider this: no 
one ever commits zina without first looking at someone he shouldn't be looking at. 
Nobody ever drinks alcohol without first taking a sip. It's a journey, just like when 
shaytan makes a kid steal, that same kid will gradually but slowly start robbing bigger 
and bigger places, eventually robbing a bank. Nobody wakes up one morning and thinks, 
“I'm going to rob a bank today.” Shaytan has put a lot of work behind him for him to do 
that. Shaytan slowly convinces you that looking at women isn't such a big deal because 
everyone else is doing it, ultimately leading to zina and Allah knows what else. Most of 
the time, committing a minor sin will lead to a major sin. This is what happens when we 
start looking at the size of the sin, if it is major or minor. Instead of focusing on the size 
of the sin, we ought to think about who we are sinning against. Perhaps on the day of 
Judgment, one will come with a minor sin that he never cared about quitting, a sin that 
didn't seem like a big deal to him, but he did it so many times that it outweighs his good 
deeds. 

Scholars say if a person commits the same minor sin repeatedly, it may become a major 
sin. So, rather than hoping that it is only a minor sin, we should try again and again to 
break our bad habits. If we aren't satisfied with the amount of money we make and strive 
to make more, why should we be satisfied with the sin we are committing? 


May Allah grant us an understanding. 
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Upon waking up 
When many of us wake up in the morning, we close the alarm and spend 20-30 minutes 


on our phones catching up on what we missed while sleeping. Instead, we can follow 
what the Prophet would do when he woke up! 


We're not sure of the order, but when he woke up, he rubbed his mouth with siwak. 
He would also recite a number of supplications, such as: 


“Alhamdu lillāhil-ladhī 'ahyānā ba da ma 'amatana wa 'ilayhin-nushūr (Praise is to Allah 
Who gives us life after He has caused us to die and to Him is the return).” 


“La 'ilāha 'illallāhu wahdahu la sharīka lahu, lahul-mulku wa lahul-hamdu, wa huwa "alā 
kulli shay'in gadīr Subhānallāhi, walhamdu lillāhi, wa lā 'ilāha 'illallāhu, wallāhu 'akbar, 
wa lā þaula wa lā quwwata 'illā billāhil- aliyyil- azīm, rabbighfir lī (There is none 
worthy of worship but Allah alone, Who has no partner, His is the dominion and to Him 
belongs all praise, and He is able to do all things. Glory is to Allah. Praise is to Allah. 
There is none worthy of worship but Allah. Allah is the Most Great. There is no might 
and no power except by Allah's leave, the Exalted, the Mighty. My Lord, forgive me).” 


“Al-hamdu lillahil-ladhi 'āfānī fī jasadī, wa radda alayya rūhī, wa 'adhina lī bidhikrihi 
(Praise is to Allah Who gave strength to my body and returned my soul to me and 
permitted me to remember Him).” 


While looking up at the sky, the Prophet would recite the last ten verses of Surah Ali 
‘Imran. 


Transliteration of the Quran 


We did not mention the transliteration of the ten verses because it is prohibited to write 
the Quran in a language other than the Arabic script in which it was revealed. People 
also begin to abandon learning Arabic in order to recite and understand the Quran once 
the transliteration is available. More information on this subject can be found in the 
book “Tahrim kitabat al-Quran al-Karim” by Abu Sahl Saleh. 
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Reciting the Quran with difficulty 


The Prophet “ said, “Such a person exerts himself to learn the Qur'an by heart, and 
recites it with great difficulty, will have a double reward.” 


This hadith was mentioned in Sahih al-Bukhari (4937). 


Regarding the hadiths we quoted above, the order is as follows: Sahih al-Bukhari (245), 
(6312) Sunan Ibn Majah (3878). This hadith was graded as sahih by Al-Albani in Sahih 
Abu Dawood (5060), Abu Naim in Hilyat al-Awliya’ (5/182) and by Ibn Al-Mulgin in 
Ma Tamasu 'Iilayh Alhaja (131). Sahih al-Tirmidhi (3401), graded as hasan by Al-Suyuti 
in Al-Jami’ Al -Saghir (436), Al-Albani in Sahih Al-Jami (329) and also in Al-Kalem Al- 
Tayyib (45). 


There may be more hadiths; we have only mentioned a few of them. 


The influence of friends 


A scholar said, “Even if you don't buy anything at a perfume shop, you'll still smell like 
perfume when you leave.” 


I find it interesting how we can relate this to having good and bad friends. Every time 
you sit with a friend, whether good or bad, that friend will most likely have an effect on 
you. They might have a positive impact on you, such as teaching you something useful 
or bringing you closer to Allah. Or you might get into an addiction and go towards 
haram as a result of that friend. Unfortunately, we've seen many people who have drifted 
further away from Islam as a result of their friends. Many brothers began to wear 
makeup, nail polish, chains, and dress as the opposite gender. These practicing Muslims 
end up making friends with the wrong people and engaging in activities that are strictly 
prohibited in our religion. At the same time, the opposite is true: a person's friends can 
bring them closer to Islam. 


We can relate to this because we've had many friends, the majority of whom were not 
Muslims. We can definitely say that friends have a huge impact on your life, to the point 
where people don't even realize how much their friends influence them. We began to 


ae 


drift away from Islam as a result of my friends, but Alhamdulillah Allah made me realize 
the impact my friends had on me, leading me to distance myself from them. From 
having around forty friends, it went down to less than four. Nothing in life is easy, but 
we could feel the effect my friends had on me once we distanced myself from them. But 
one of the few friends we had, Zeshan, Alhamdulillah, we came together through 
separate paths but to the same destination (Islam). Friends have such a powerful 
influence that even if you don't talk to them freguently or sit in a gathering with them, 
you are undoubtedly influenced by them. As in the example, even if you go to a perfume 
shop and leave without purchasing anything, you will still smell like perfume. The point 
is, even if you don't talk to your friends, or only talk rarely, it will have an impact on 
your life. This reminds me of a hadith from the Prophet Ē, who said, 


The Prophet's (ai 4£) advice on having friends 


*A man follows the religion of his friend; so each one should consider whom he makes 
his friend.” 


This hadith was recorded in Sunan Abu Dawud (4833) and graded as hasan by Al-Albani 
in Sahih Abu Dawood (4833), Ibn Muflih in Adab Al-Sharia (3/528). Shuaib Al- 
Arna’oot in Takhrij Sunan Abu Dawud (4833), Al-Wadi'i in Sahih Al-Musnad (1272), 
Al-Suyuti in Al-Jami’ Al -Saghir (4500), Al-Baghawi in Sharh al-Sunnah (6/470), Al- 
Zarkashi in Al-Lula’ Al-Manthura (89), Ibn Hajar Al-Asqalani in Al-Amali Al-Mutlagah 
(151), Al-Zargani in Mukhtasar Al-Magasid (930) and also by Muhammad Jarallah Al- 
Saadi in Al-Nawafeh Al-Atrah (328). 


This hadith is very interesting; it's one of those hadiths that is always very relatable no 
matter how many times you read it. The first part, “A man follows the religion of his 
friend,” does not always refer to religion. The Prophet * uses the word “religion” 
because religion is something we take very seriously as Muslims; it is our way of life. 
Islam teaches us everything we will need in life, from how much to eat to how to use the 
restroom, from how to pray to how to dress, everything! So the Prophet * telling us that 
a person follows the religion of his friend shows the importance of religion as well as the 
enormous impact that friends have on our lives. The Prophet * tells us that even in 
religion, which is important to us, a person begins to follow his friend, highlighting the 
importance of our friends in our lives once more. So, while the Prophet * taught us the 
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value of friendship, he also advised us in the same hadith, saying, “So each one should 
consider whom he makes his friend.” The Prophet = concludes his statement by giving 
us advice and warning us to be careful when making new friends. 


Before we make someone our friend, we should consider whether we would be happy if 
we became like our friend. So, if your friend listens to music, goes to clubs and parties 
every other week, consumes alcohol, and so on, we should consider whether we would 
be happy to become like that person. Many non-Muslims don't mind if they become like 
this person because they don't see anything wrong with it, but we are Muslims! I'm sure 
we don't want to be like someone who smokes, let alone someone who drinks and goes 
to clubs! Even if they try, these are the habits that people develop. People may make 
friends with people who openly commit major sins, believing that their sins will not 
affect me, but the reality is that they will. Shaytan wanted you to just slightly open the 
door, but you've opened the door and all the windows in your house for him to come 
inside. The Prophet warns us to be careful! Think about who you're making friends 
with! So, instead of making friends with such people, we should make friends with 
people who attend the Mosque, people who will draw you closer to Islam, not those who 
will pull you away from it, people who swear in each sentence that comes out of their 
mouths! This is a scary time; many people are addicted to drugs and alcohol, which 
encourages others to try it once, but they too become addicted, and the cycle continues! 
Make friends with people who remind you of Allah, people from whom you can learn 
something, perhaps a hadith or something beneficial! Don't make friends with people 
who only have drugs to offer you or who backbite others! Lastly, consider being with 
those you consider friends on the Day of Judgment. 


Anas ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: “A man asked the Prophet 5 
“When will the Hour be established O Allah's Messenger #5?’ The Prophet = said, 
‘What have you prepared for it?’ The man said, ‘I haven't prepared for it much of 
prayers or fast or alms, but I love Allah and His Prophet.’ The Prophet Ē said, ‘You will 
be with those whom you love.” 


This hadith was recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari (6171). 


Would we be happy to be friends with those that didn’t speak a single sentence except 
that it had a curse word in it? Will we be happy hanging out with friends who listen to 
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music, backbite people, use drugs, go to parties, and drink alcohol? Will we be happy? 
Will those friends make dua for you after you're in your grave, when they have nothing 
to gain from you? Will those friends ask and beg Allah to forgive you if they make it to 
paradise but you don't? 


This is the reality; friends have a huge impact on your life; we should follow the 
Prophet's # advice and be careful about who we make friends with. May Allah grant us 
righteous companions who will ease our way to Jannah. 


A beautiful supplication 


There is a beautiful supplication which goes as follows: 


Allahumma lā sahla illā ma ja altahu sahla wa anta taj alu *I-hazna idhā shi'ta sahla (O 
Allah, there is no ease other than what You make easy. If You please You ease sorrow). 


We came across this dua in Hisn al-Muslim (139) but not in Sahih ibn Hibban (2427), 
but instead the number is (6737) (7/433) (with slightly different wording), narrated by 
Anas ibn Malik (may Allāh be pleased with him). This hadith was graded as sahih in Al- 
Futuhat al-Rabaania (4/25) by Ibn Hajar. 


Believing in Qadar 

Many people get confused by how everything has already been written. For example, if I 
write this book, Allah already knew about it before I even thought about writing it. So 
people get confused and wonder, “What's the point of doing good deeds when Allah 
already knows whether I'll end up in Jannah or Jahannam?” This is an extremely 
important subject for us to understand because believing in qadar is the sixth pillar of 
faith in Islam. 


People believe that we are robots that Allah has programmed and that we have no 
control over ourselves because Allah already knows whether we will go to Jannah or 
Jahannam. What we have to realize and understand is that we have free will. It is in our 
own hands whether we do good or bad. It's just that Allah is All-Knowing, so He knows 
whether we'll end up in hell or paradise; our actions and choices are in our hands, but 
Allah just knows because he is the All-Powerful. 
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We'd like to give an example, but it's not the best one; however, it will help people 
understand the concept of gadar. Assume there is a student in a classroom who always 
arrives on time, completes his work, and studies, whom we will refer to as a good 
student. On the other hand, there is a student who rarely attends school and, when he 
does, does not pay attention to what the teacher is teaching. When the exam day arrives, 
who is more likely to pass the exam, the student who is always on time and studies, or 
the student who barely attends class? The student who always gets good grades will 
almost certainly pass with a much higher grade than the other student. If you ask the 
teacher which of the two students will get a higher grade, the teacher will say the first. 
This is because the teacher is aware of how hard the first student works in school in 
comparison to the second. As previously stated, this is not the best example, but in 
summary, Allah Knows who will end up in hell and who will end up in paradise based 
on their actions in life. The teacher, for example, knows who of the two students is most 
likely to pass the exam based on their attendance, focus in class, and how much they 
study and ask questions. Of course, a teacher can only guess, a guess that may or may 
not be correct, but Allah is far more knowledgeable than the teacher, He Knows 
everything, from the past to the future, but hopefully this example will help you 
understand the concept a little better. It's just that Allah knows what you're going to do 
because He's so Powerful, and He's not forcing you to do anything. Allah Knows Best. 


Preparing for the hereafter 


The teacher example we gave earlier actually reminds me of a very important topic. 
Assume you have a class and an upcoming exam in that class two weeks from today 
(Thursday). The teacher tells the students two weeks in advance so that they can study 
and get a good grade. One student in the class thinks to himself, “I have two weeks, so 
I'm going to start studying little by little from today so I can easily study as well as pass 
the test without putting too much pressure on myself.” So he makes a plan and schedules 
time to study for this exam. On the other hand, there is someone who, may Allah not 
make us one of them, waits until the day before the exam. He tells himself that he has 
plenty of time because the exam is still two weeks away. Or perhaps he tells himself, 
“TIL study tomorrow,” but when tomorrow arrives, he tells himself, “I'll do it tomorrow,” 
until 13 days have passed and he's studying the night before the exam. He sits for hours, 
does not sleep so that he can study, and studies until 4 a.m. He may even decide to leave 
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Isha in order to study. He arrives on the day of the exam and does significantly worse 
than the other student. There was a reason why the teacher told the students two weeks 
before the exam, so they could study without feeling overwhelmed. But this student 
misled himself into thinking he would start tomorrow, when in fact it is two weeks later, 
on the day of the test. 


We've all been in this situation, perhaps not delaying the time we spent studying, but 
delaying other things like turning in an assignment, returning a book, paying a bill, or 
even praying. We've all had times when we had a lot of time before we had to do 
something, but we wasted it all by telling ourselves, “I'll do it later,” and then it's one 
day before the deadline. 


So the simple question is, who is smarter? The student who studies two weeks before the 
exam or the one who studies the night of the exam? 


The reality of this life 


The reality is that this life is the same as the example. Many people fool themselves into 
believing that “I'll change tomorrow” or “I'll start praying tomorrow.” Shaytan fools 
them and convinces them that they should take the day off and commit this sin, and then 
start praying and being good the next day. As a result, they spend the entire day sinning 
and promise to change their ways starting tomorrow. Some people take days off to sin, 
while others take years. We all make excuses like, “I'm young right now,” and 
“Everyone else is having a good time.” Some say, “I'll pray after I finish school, after I 
finish my degree, after I get a job, after I get married, after I get this house and that car,” 
and before you know it, you'll be sitting on your deathbed, wishing you had prayed. 
Wishing to have done good and given money to charity. Yet, it is too late. This is the 
reality. This is the game we're all playing; we're gambling with our lives. 


Is this not a reality? We're all thinking to ourselves, “I'm not going to die today!” That is 
just not possible! My kidney, lungs, and body are all fine; I'm young, and I have plenty 


of time; I'll change later! 


But anyone can die at any time. Anyone can live as long as Allah wishes. Doctors tell 
their patients that they only have so a few days to live, but the patient lives while the 
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doctor dies. People who had good health died in car accidents, as did those who thought, 
“T'll change tomorrow.” They also thought the same. 


We'll be lying on our deathbeds. Some will never have the opportunity to make dua or 
reflect on how they have wasted their entire lives to drugs and clubbing. While others 
will be thanking Allah for guiding them to the right path, praying to Allah for 
forgiveness and a place in Paradise. 


The delusion of this world 


This is the fact. We are not going to live forever! People who have passed away had the 
same thoughts as we do. I'll change later, and I'll commit this sin. They had the same 
thoughts as you did. 


I find it weird that we are committing the same sins that people in their graves are being 
punished for! We use the same phrases to fool ourselves that people in their graves used! 


Allah says (Surat Fatir, 35:5), “O mankind, indeed the promise of Allāh is truth, so let 
not the worldly life delude you and be not deceived about Allah by the Deceiver [i.e., 
Satan].” 


Allah says, "O mankind, indeed the promise of Allah is truth,” 


Allah says to all of us, mankind, that Allah's promise is true! The promise that this life is 
a test, that we will be questioned about everything we say and do. Allah is going to 
account for every little thing, including the comments we made, the posts we liked, and 
the names we called people and labeled it as a joke. This reminds me of the verses from 
Surat Yaseen (36:65), 


“That Day, We will seal over their mouths, and their hands will speak to Us, and their 
feet will testify about what they used to earn.” 


Our hands will speak about the things we did! The messages we typed, the people we 


touched who we had no right to touch. Our feet will speak and tell whether we walked to 
the Mosque or to the clubs. No matter how hard we try to deny it, this is the reality and 
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this will happen! 

So this is Allah's promise, and it is going to come true. In addition to what Allah has 
promised to those who do good, Allah says (Surat Ar-Rahman, 55:46, 48, 50, 52, 54, 56, 
58, 60), 


“But for he who has feared the position of his Lord are two gardens - Having [spreading] 
branches. In both of them are two springs, flowing. In both of them are of every fruit, 
two kinds. [They are] reclining on beds whose linings are of silk brocade, and the fruit 
of the two gardens is hanging low. In them are women limiting [their] glances, 
untouched before them by man or jinnī - As if they were rubies and coral. Is the reward 
for good [anything] but good?” 


This is Allah's promise; Allah has promised a place in hellfire for those who did evil and 
made partners with Allah, ignoring his commands and mocking him. And paradise, a 
place unseen by the eye or heard by the ear. This is the promise of Allah, this is the truth, 
for those who believe in Allah and repent after committing a sin. 


Allah then says, “So let not the worldly life delude you.” 


That is, don't let shaytan beautify sins and make them appealing to you. Don't let him 
deceive you into wasting your life for the delusions of this world, as Allah says (Surat 
Ali "Imran, 3:185), 


“And what is the life of this world except the enjoyment of delusion.” 


This life is only for a few years; the real life begins after we die. Allah tells us that this 
life is not what it seems to be. Allah warns us against shaytan and those who live their 
lives without regard for what Allah thinks or the reason we are here. Allah is warning us 
not to be fooled and lost in the worldly life of drugs, cars, money, and fame. It will all be 
gone when you die, so don't chase after things that will be useless in your grave! 


Allah completes the verse by saying, “And be not deceived about Allah by the Deceiver 
[1.e., Satan].” 
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Meaning, don't let shaytan lead you astray from the right path, from following the 
Prophet and Allah's way. Don't let him convince you that we have no purpose in life 
and we are only here to enjoy our lives. Don't let him distract you from the true purpose 
of our life: to worship Allah. This is the reality, this is Allah's promise, and this is the 
truth. 


Using knowledge to argue 
As for this hadith, 


Ibn Kab ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated from his father that he 
heard the Messenger of Allah ™ saying: “Whoever seeks knowledge to contend with the 
scholars, or to use it to argue with the fools, and to have people's faces turn towards him, 
then he shall be admitted to the Fire.” 


This hadith was mentioned in Sahih al-Tirmidhi (2654). This hadith was graded as da'eef 
(weak) by Al-Mubarakpuri in Tuhfat Al-Ahwadi (7/67), Ibn Baz in Majmoo’ Fataawa 
(322/2), Al-Mundhiri in Al-Targheeb wa’1-Tarheeb (1/92), Ibn Muflih in Al-Adab Al- 
Shariah (2/40), Ibn Hibban in Al-Majrooheen (1/143), Ibn Uday in Al-Kamil fi Al- 

Dw afa’ (1/541), Ibn Al-Qaisrani in Thakhira Al-Hafaz (4/2333), Al-Dhahabi in Al- 
Kabeer (286) and by Al-Ageeli in Al-Dufaa’ Al-Kabeer (1/104). 


The ruling on using amulets 


As for using amulets, there is a difference of opinion whether it is permissible or not to 
use them. Their is a hadith in which the prophet said, 


“Whoever wears an amulet has committed shirk.” 


This hadith was mentioned in Musnad Ahmad (17422). This hadith was graded as sahih 
by Al-Albani in Sahih Al-Jami (6394). This hadith was also graded as sahih by the 
investigators of Musnad Ahmad (28/637) and graded as hasan by Al-Wadi’i in Al-Sahih 
Al-Musnad (942) and by Muhammad Jarallah Al-Saadi in Al-Nawafeh Al-Atrah (394). 


Some scholars believe that wearing an amulet, even if it contains Qur'anic verses and 
does not contain shirk, is completely prohibited. We agree with ibn Taymiyyah on this 
issue, as he said (Majmoo' al-Fataawa 19/65), 
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“It is permissible for an ill or troubled person to write certain verses from the Qur'an 
with pure ink, then wash it and give it to the sick to drink. Ibn Abbas (may Allah be 
pleased with him) is said to have mentioned a specific Dua that should be written and 
placed near the woman who is in labor while giving birth. According to Ali (may Allah 
be pleased with him), this Dua should be written and tied to the woman's arm. We have 
seen that nothing is more incredible than this.” 


There are some requirements, of course, and scholars agree that the amulet should be in 
Arabic and contain Quranic verses. If it contains black magic or statements of disbelief, 
this is totally prohibited. 


When Prophet Yusuf (peace be upon him) got lost and his father (Ya'qub, peace be upon 
him) didn't know where he was, one needs to think about the fact that, as far as we are 
aware, we don't find him creating amulets and using them to perform things to find his 
son. 


We don't want to leave any room for doubt in what we've said, but we're just saying that 
some people seem to take amulets to an extreme, which reduces the value of someone 
making dua. People begin to abandon dua and become doubtful when something goes 
wrong in their lives, and they begin to blame it on amulets, causing even more 
confusion. As a result, people begin to believe that Jinns are doing something to them, 
and they begin to experience hallucinations. However, in our opinion and the opinion of 
most scholars, it is permissible to use permissible amulets with Quranic verses on them; 
this is totally permissible. Allah knows best; may Allah keep us safe from shirk. 


As for the hadith by Abdullah ibn Amr ibn al-'As (may Allah be pleased with him) 
where the Prophet * said, “If I drink an antidote, or tie an amulet, or compose poetry, I 
am the type who does not care what he does.” 


This hadith was mentioned in Sunan Abu Dawud (3869), graded as da'eef by An- 
Nawawi in Al-Majmoo (9/52), Al-Albani in Da'eef Abu Dawud (3869), Shuaib Al- 
Arna’oot in Takhrij Sunan Abu Dawud (3869), Ibn Al-Arabi in Farida Al-Ahwadi 
(4/381). Al-Dhahabi graded this hadith as Munkar in Muhadhdhab fi ikhtisar al-Sunan 
(8/3955). 
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Leaving prayer 
As for this hadith, 


Jabir (may Allāh be pleased with him) narrated: The Messenger of Allah * said: “There 
is nothing between a person and disbelief except abandoning Salah.” 


This hadith was mentioned in Sunan an-Nasa'i (464) and was graded as sahih by Al- 
Zargani In Mukhtasar Al-Magasid (284), Shuaib Al-Arna’oot in Takhrij Sunan Al- 
Daraqutni (1753) and by Ibn Taymiyyah in Majmoo’ al-Fatawa (22/25). 


We also came across a similar hadith by Jabir (may Allah be pleased with him) in Sahih Muslim (82) 
where the Prophet said $, 
“Verily between man and between polytheism and unbelief is the negligence of prayer.” 


Allah Knows Best. 


The beauty of Prophet Yusuf (@&Ji ale) 


It's always crazy to think about how handsome Prophet Yusuf (peace be upon him) was 
because the Prophet Ē said (in a longer hadith recorded in Sahih Muslim 162), 


“(The gate) was opened for us and I saw Yusuf (peace of Allah be upon him) who had 
been given half of (world) beauty. He welcomed me prayed for my well-being. 


Subhan Allah! Half of the beauty was bestowed upon him (peace be upon him), and we 
are in no way comparable to him! 


Allah says (Surat Yusuf, 12:31), 
“So when she heard of their scheming, she sent for them and prepared for them a 
banquet and gave each one of them a knife and said [to Joseph], ‘Come out before 


them.’ And when they saw him, they greatly admired him and cut their hands and said, 
‘Perfect is Allah! This is not a man; this is none but a noble angel.”” 
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Subhan Allah, it's incredible how women began to cut their hands because of how 
attractive Prophet Yusuf was. Without a doubt, Allah Is the Best Creator and nothing is 
difficult for him, as He says (Surat Ya-Sin, 36:82), 


“His command is only when He intends a thing that He says to it, ‘Be,’ and it is.” 


Allah is the All-Knowing 


I find it extremely beautiful that Allah Knows everything, even things we don't know 
about. Sometimes we get a cut on our skin and don't know where it came from. But the 
fact that there is someone (Allah) out there Who Knows What we don't. He Knows more 
about us than we do about ourselves; He Knows what's good and bad for us because He 
is the All-Knowing and we are not. We must remember that sometimes we may ask for 
something, but we may not receive it. For example, one might pray to Allah to help them 
pass an exam, but they do not get a terrible grade. If one studied and then made dua but 
still failed the exam, there is unquestionably something good in this. Of course, one 
should study for the exam as well because of the following hadith, 


Tie it, then rely upon Allah 


“Anas ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that a man said: ‘O 
Messenger of Allah! Shall I tie it and rely (upon Allah), or leave it loose and rely (u’pon 
Allah)?’ He said, ‘Tie it and rely (upon Allah).’” 


Sahih al-Tirmidhi (2517), graded as hasan by Shuaib Al-Arnaout in Takhrij Sahih Ibn Hibban (731), 
Al-Albani in Sahih Al-Jami (4432), Al-Iragi in Takhreej Al-Ihya (4/345) and also by Al-Ajlouni in 
Kashf Al-Khafa (2/135). 


This hadith is very interesting, and we can apply the general meaning to something we can relate to, as 
many people don't have animals to tie up. We can compare tying the animal and trusting Allah to 
studying before a test and then trusting Allah. Or locking your house and car and then trusting Allah, 
looking for work and then trusting Allah, wearing a seat belt and then trusting Allah. 


That's because we have done whatever is in our hands, just like the hadith, we should tie it up and rely 
upon Allah, we should do everything in our hands then rely upon Allah. Some people want a job but 
don't even bother looking for one. They hope that Allah will give them an offer and deliver that offer 
directly to their home. Yes, that is possible, but as the hadith indicates, we must do what we can and 
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then put our trust in Allah! Perhaps Allah wanted you to study even harder so you could pass with a 
higher score on your second attempt. Or Allah may have wanted you to fail this test in order for you to 
get closer to Him! 


Most of the time, when we lose something or fail at something, we come closer to Allah than when we 
receive something we wanted. We easily forget when Allah gives us what we want, but when we lose 
something, a family member, fail an exam, or a calamity befalls us, we become closer to Allah. So, if 
that thing actually brought you closer to Allah, even if it appears to be bad, even if you are 
embarrassed, even if you cry, if it brought you closer to Allah, by Allah, that is a blessing. And keep in 
mind that Allah hears all of our duas, and there are three ways Allah the Exalted responds to our duas. 


How Allah answers our duas 


Allah will either give you what you have asked for, store it for you in the Hereafter, or 
divert an evil similar to it from it. 


We guoted this from a hadith mentioned in Musnad Ahmad (11133) which was graded 
as sahih by Al-Wadi’i in Al-Sahih Al-Musnad (412), Shuaib Al-Arnaout in Takhreej 
Sharh Al-Sunnah (5/187), Al-Damiati in Al-Mutjar Al-Rabeh (239) and also by Ibn Baz 
in Majmoo al-Fatawa (122/26). 


So, if I ask Allah for a brand-new car, He can either give me the car, give me the reward 
in the Hereafter, or give me something similar to it or divert an evil from me. Maybe if I 
had the car, I'd become arrogant and start showing off. Perhaps I would become lost in 
this world or drift further away from Allah, so Instead Allah diverts an evil from me. 


Perhaps it was written that I would get a disease later in life, but because of this dua, 
Allah will remove it without my even realizing it. When we ask for something and don't 
get it, we worry that Allah isn't answering our prayers, but the truth is that He is, just in 
ways we don't realize. Sometimes we make dua to get married to someone, but Allah 
doesn't allow it. Rather than being sad, we should remember that Allah only wants the 
best for us, and that this life is a test in which we do not get everything we desire! The 
creator who created us knows more about us than we know about ourselves! Therefore, 
we should never stop making dua, because even if you don't get what you asked for, 
Allah will reward you in the hereafter! There isn't anything to lose! 
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Islam and Logic 


Many Muslims seem to use logic to prove a lot of things to others. So, for example, if a 
non-muslim asks us why drawing people's faces is haram or why music is haram in 
Islam, many seem to start giving logical answers such as music distracts you and takes 
you away from Allah. When asked why eating pigs is haram in Islam, many people will 
say that it has a disease and is the filthiest animal on the planet...and so on. By Allah, We 
are nobody to doubt anyone's attention; Allah knows best, but there is a problem in this. 
Before I explain the problem with these types of logical answers, we'd like to go over a 
few basic Islamic concepts that we're all familiar with. 


The first thing we must understand is the definition of Islam. What exactly does Islam 
mean? Islam means “Submitting to Allah.” Muslim literally means “One who submits.” 
We must also remember that as Muslims, we believe in Allah and His attributes. Allah, 
for example, is the Most-Knowing, the Best Judge, the Best Creator, the All-Seeing, and 
the All-Hearing. 


Even though these are the basics of Islam, many people don’t seem to understand this. 


The moment we start giving excuses such as music is haram because ...giving any other 
answer than because Allah said so, or because it's an order from Allah, We believe you 
have failed to understand the basics of Islam. 


As previously stated, the meaning of Islam is submission to Allah. Islam is not based on 
our logic or opinion. We have diminished the value and importance of what Islam 
actually stands for the moment we begin to prove such things using logic and our 
opinion. If one claims that music is haram because Allah (God) said so, it highlights the 
importance of Allah and what Islam actually stands for. I'm not saying it's permissible or 
prohibited to use logic to explain to people, nor am I saying it's wrong or right to seek 
the wisdom (not the reason) behind Allah's rulings. 


Ali ibn Abu Talib (may Allah be pleased with him) said, “If the religion were based on 
opinion, it would be more important to wipe under the shoe than the upper part, but I 


have seen the Messenger of Allah # wiping over the upper part of his shoes.” 
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This hadith was recorded in Sunan Abu Dawud (162) and graded as sahih by Al-Azim 
Abadi in Awn Al-Mabood (1/139), Al-Albani in Sahih Abu Dawood (162), Shuaib Al- 
Arnaout in Takhreej Sharh Al-Sunnah (239), Ibn Baz in Majmoo’ Fatwa (29/70) and by 
Al-Khattabi in Ma’alim Al-Sunan (1/51). 


So, even if some things don't make sense to us, we must remember that Islam means 
fully submitting to Allah, not ten percent or forty percent, but fully! We submit and 
follow the rulings whether they make sense to us or not! 


Allah says (Surat An-Nisa, 4:65), “But no, by your Lord, they will not [truly] believe 
until they make you, [O Muhammad], judge concerning that over which they dispute 
among themselves and then find within themselves no discomfort from what you have 
judged and submit in [full, willing] submission.” 


When we claim to be Muslims, we must submit and fully follow Islam without saying 
things like, “That's not fair,” “That doesn't make any sense,” “Why is it like that,” and so 
on. 


ale 


We have no right whatsoever to question Allah nor His Messenger ™. 


Many things in Islam may have logic and reason behind them, but some may not make 
sense to us because Allah's Knowledge is far greater than ours. As previously stated, we 
as Muslims believe in Allah's attributes, so we should accept that my Creator Knows 
more than I will ever know. I'm going to give charity, pray on time, and avoid sins 
because Allah and His messenger * said so, and they Know what I don't. I'll follow 
them because I call myself a Muslim, someone who submits to Allah! 


This is Islam, and Allah Knows Best. 


Hardships and Temptations 


The Prophet ## said, “Paradise is surrounded by hardships and the Hell-Fire is 
surrounded by temptations (desires).” 


This hadith was recorded in Sahih Muslim (2822). 
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“Paradise is surrounded by hardships.” 


In this hadith, the Prophet * tells us that paradise is surrounded by difficulties, 
problems, pain, and suffering. Those who went through pain and suffering and who 
trusted Allah and believed in His signs and messengers, those who avoided sins, those 
who prayed and fasted, those are the ones who will enter Paradise. Those who were 
patient over what calamities befell on them. For those who tried their hardest in life to 
worship Allah and avoid sins, paradise awaits them. To be able to enter Paradise, one 
must perform good deeds, avoid sins, and worship Allah as much as possible. 


As for the second part, “The Hell-Fire is surrounded by temptations (desires).” 


Those who enjoy life, those who deny Allah's signs, those who believe we were sent to 
have fun in life, and those who commit sins without repentance will spend their lives in 
hell. Hellfire awaits those who commit sins without remorse, those who mock Allah, 
those who do not pray, and those who do not remember or care about Allah's message. 


May Allah protect us, this hadith reminds me of another hadith (Sahih al-Bukhari 5640) 
in which the Prophet Šī said, 

“No calamity befalls a Muslim but that Allah expiates some of his sins because of it, 
even though it were the prick he receives from a thorn.” 


So, if a Muslim loses a family member or suffers hardship, his sins will be forgiven as a 
result. Sins are, of course, something bad, but the fact that because one faces a calamity, 
their sins are forgiven shows the value of calamities, hardships, pain, and suffering. Pain 
and suffering, as well as problems, are seen badly by non-Muslims. But for us Muslims, 
this is a blessing; even if you get sick, it is a blessing because your sins are forgiven 
from them. As a result, those who have faced challenges in this life will be the ones who 
benefit and enjoy the hereafter. Those who lived their lives and enjoyed unlawful things, 
on the other hand, will be taken in by blaze. Those who enjoyed and committed many 
different sins, thought they were intelligent because they could do whatever they 
wanted. Those are the real losers, the people who lost, and they will spend their entire 
eternal life in hell over enjoying this temporary life. 
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The heat of Jahannam (hell) 


Abu Huraira (may Allāh be pleased with him) reported Allah's Messenger as saying: 
***The fire which sons of Adam burn is only one-seventieth part of the Fire of Hell.’ His 
Companions said: ‘By Allah, even ordinary fire would have been enough (to burn 
people).’ Thereupon he said: ‘It is sixty-nine parts in excess of (the heat of) fire in this 
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world each of them being equivalent to their heat. 


This hadith was mentioned in Sahih Muslim (2843), may Allah keep us safe and grant us 
a high place in Jannatul Firdaus with ease. 


The Prophet (Si «Jé) was sent as a teacher 


As for the hadith by Abdullah ibn Amr (may Allah be pleased with him) where the 
Prophet Ē said, “Verily I have been sent as a teacher...” 


This hadith was recorded in Sunan Ibn Majah (229) and graded as da'eef by Al-Albani in 
Hidayat Al-Rawat (248), Al-Iraqi in Takhreej Al-Ihya’ (1/27) and by Shuaib Al-Arnaout 
in Takhreej Sharh Al-Sunnah (128). 

There is another hadith that many people are unaware of, and it is actually da'eef (weak). 
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Sleeping after Asr 


The Prophet “ said, “He who slept after Asr and lost his mind has no one to blame but 
himself.” 


This hadith was mentioned in Musnad Abu Ya'la (4918). Many scholars graded this 
hadith as da'eef such as Ibn Hibban in Al-Majrooheen (1/344), Ibn Uday in Al-Kamil fi 
Al-Dufa’a (8/133), Ibn al-Qaisrani in Thakhira al-Hafiz (4/2421), Ibn Al-Jawzi in Al- 
Mawdood (3/253), Al-Haythami in Majma’ Al-Zawa’id (5/119), Al-Busiri in Ithaf Al- 
Khaira Al-Mahrah (4/451), Al-Albani in Al-Silsilah Al-Da Eefah (39) and lastly by Al- 
Suyuti in Al-Naktala al-Mawaddat (206). 


This is a weak narration that should not be attributed to our Prophet =. 


Jealousy and its cure 


Many people seem to be jealous of someone else's car, house, wealth, lifestyle, or even 
knowledge or beauty. It's a reality that many people face; even siblings can become 
envious of one another. We've noticed that complimenting the person who makes you 
jealous works well. So, if we are jealous of someone who has a really expensive car, 
going to that person and complimenting him will definitely help; this works best if you 
do it as soon as you notice such feelings. Another thing to do is to look down at those 
below you, as the Prophet Ē says in the following hadith (Sahih Muslim 2963), 


“Look at those who stand at a lower level than you but don't look at those who stand at a 
higher level than you, for that is better-suited that you do not disparage Allah's favors.” 


So, if you're feeling jealous of people who have a nicer car or a better job, think of those 
who don't even have food to eat. If you have a house and a car, look at those who sleep 
on the sidewalk, live in tents, and don't even own a bicycle! If you can eat twice a day, 
look at those who don't even have a sip of water to drink or a date to eat. There will 
always be people who have it a lot harder than you, but the problem is that we never 
look down, we always look up! We are never satisfied because the moment we achieve 
one goal, we set another. 


Lastly, if you are jealous of someone else, we should think about something that you 
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have that the other person may not have. 


Personally, we shouldn't say big things, but Alhamdulillah, I don't see the point in being 
jealous because I just end up thinking to myself that I have something that which the 
person doesn't. While other people my age are doing drugs and living life, Allah gave 
me the ability to write and guided me to his path. May Allah guide them and keep me on 
this path. Alhamdulillah, Allah Has given me food to eat so that I don’t ever sleep 


hungry. 


Thanking Allah 


When you start appreciating what Allah Has given you, you don't care about the 
hardships and difficulties that you may face. If one begins to count their blessings, they 
will never be able to stop, this is the reality. The truth is that Allah could have taken my 
breath right now if He so desired, but Allah Has given me another chance. There are far 
more reasons to be thankful than to be sad! 


We should start to thank Allah for the blessings He Has bestowed upon us, even for the 
oxygen that He Has given us. There are people in their graves right now who wish they 
could get a few more breaths to ask Allah for forgiveness, to pray, to change their ways. 
We have an opportunity right now that we can take advantage of! If we are breathing, it 
means Allah has given us another chance! The reality is that we might not have this 
opportunity tomorrow. May Allah guide us to His way. 


The Prophet Ē said, “Whoever among you wakes up physically healthy, feeling safe and 
secure within himself, with food for the day, it is as if he acquired the whole world.” 


This hadith was mentioned in Sunan Ibn Majah (4141). As for the authenticity of this 
hadith, their is a difference of opinion. 


It was graded as da'eef (weak) by Ibn Muflih in Al-Adab Al-Sharia (2/353), Ibn Al- 
Qattan in Al-Wahim wa Al-Iham (3/605) and by Al-Dhahabi in Mizan Al-Ftidal (2/191). 
It was also graded as hasan by Al-Albani in Sahih Ibn Majah (3357), Ibn Hajar Al- 
Asgalani in Hidayat Al-Rawat (5/15), Al-Suyuti in Al-Jami Al-Saghir (8436) and by 
Ahmed Shaker in Umdat al-Tafseer (1/657). Al-Shawkani graded this hadith as sahih in 
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Fath al-Qadir (2/44). 


This hadith is also hasan (good) in our view, but we do not show disrespect those who 
say it is da'eef (weak), may Allah reward our scholars, and Allah Knows Best. 


The Prophet Ē said, “If anyone of you looked at a person who was made superior to him 
in property and (in good) appearance, then he should also look at the one who is inferior 
to him.” 


In another hadith he said, 


“When one of you looks at one who stands at a higher level than you in regard to wealth 
and physical structure he should also see one who stands at a lower level than you in 
regard to these things (in which he stands) at a higher level (as compared to him).” 


The first hadith we cited is from Sahih al-Bukhari (6490), and the second is from Sahih 
Muslim (2963). 


Four characteristics of a hypocrite 


The Prophet = said, “Whoever has (the following) four characteristics will be a pure 
hypocrite: ‘If he speaks, he tells a lie; if he gives a promise, he breaks it, if he makes a 
covenant he proves treacherous; and if he quarrels, he behaves in a very imprudent evil 
insulting manner (unjust).” And whoever has one of these characteristics, has one 
characteristic of a hypocrite, unless he gives it us.” 


This hadith was recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari (3178). We have listed these four 
characteristics below in order. 

1.) If he speaks, he tells a lie. 

2.) If he gives a promise, he breaks it. 

3.) If he makes a covenant he proves treacherous. 


4.) If he quarrels, he behaves in a very imprudent evil insulting manner (unjust). 


J] 


As for number 2, the Prophet Ē tells us that one of the characteristics of a hypocrite is 
that he always tells lies when he speaks. It's difficult to trust such people because most 
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of the time they're telling lies, big or small (lies). 


The Prophet = also says that whenever such a person is given authority with something, 
he always betrays. Meaning that when you entrust a hypocrite with a task, they will 
always betray you. If you put your trust in such a person and tell them to give money to 
someone else, they will always betray you and are untrustworthy. 


As for number 3, the Prophet tells us that one of the characteristics of a hypocrite is that 
when he makes an agreement, he always betrays it, which is similar to number 1. If you 
do business with such a person and come up with an agreement and a plan together, such 
a person will always betray you in such an agreement. A person will lie, he may begin to 
say, “I didn't actually mean that, I actually meant something else,” he always lies and 
breaks promises and agreements. 


Lastly, when he speaks or argues with you, he speaks in a very mean and insulting 
manner. 


These all go together, these are people you can't even trust because you never know 
when they're telling the truth or lying. Such a person breaks agreements and is 
untrustworthy; these are the characteristics of a hypocrite. 


Love for the Ansar 


The Prophet Ē said, “None but the believer loves them (i.e. the Ansar), none but the 
hypocrite hates them. He who loves them loves Allah and he who hates them hates 
Allah.” 


This hadith was mentioned in Sahih Muslim (75). 


Hypocrisy among us 

What we find extremely sad is that there are many people who look pious and righteous, 
always wearing good clothing with attar, but when you do something with them, such as 
business or a partnership of some kind, you can't seem to see the Islam inside of them. 
They appear to be extremely practicing on the outside, but working with such people is a 
nightmare. They lie and sugarcoat and beautify their lies. Such people are not 
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trustworthy; we don't know when they lie and when they tell the truth. A person who 
speaks the truth does so in such a way that what the person is saying is crystal clear. But 
when a hypocrite speaks, you can sit and listen for 30 minutes and still not get the 
answer you were looking for; they begin rambling and end up confusing you. Of course, 
we are not saying this about everyone, but many are, and I am not judging anyone; may 
Allah protect us from such people and not make us one of them. 


Parenting 


Many parents expect their children to pray salah five times a day and have amazing 
manners, but the truth is that parents do not do this themselves and expect their children 
to do so. Most fathers do not pray on time, watch movies in front of their children, or 
shave their beards, but they expect their children to be good Muslims. 


Fathers and mothers must set a good example for their sons and daughters. It is 
unrealistic to expect children of parents who do not pray to begin praying five times a 
day. Children learn a lot from their parents; some learn Quran verses, while others learn 
bad and vulgar words from what their parents say. Some pray while others do not 
because that is what their parents do; some wear the hijab while others do not because 
that is what their mothers do. It is unrealistic for a child to look at the imam in the 
mosque and begin praying when he sees his father not praying. In reality, actions speak 
louder than words. You can tell your children to be nice to others a million times, but if 
they don't see their own parents doing it, it will just go through one ear and out the other. 
Will a daughter want to wear the hijab if her mother does not wear it and watches 
movies on the TV? It does happen, but it's not as likely, but Allah guides whom He 
Wills. 


However, if a son sees his father praying from a young age, praying five times a day, 
even though he struggles, has work, but still makes time to do wudu and pray, the child 
is more likely to want to pray salah. He'll think to himself, despite the fact that my father 
is always busy and tired when he gets home, I've never seen him miss Maghrib Salah in 
the Mosque. He'll tell himself that salah is important because my father and mother 
always pray on time! If he sees this from the age of three, or around that age, he will 
think about the value of salah. It will make him wonder what his parents are doing five 
times a day! 
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So being the best Muslims yourself as parents is really what is important. When you 
follow Islam, your children will follow and love Islam even more. You can sit and 
lecture your children about praying for hours, but if you as a parent aren't praying, it 
won't have any effect on them. Unfortunately, we see this problem a lot nowadays, 
where parents want their children to be outstanding; to have amazing grades, to pray, to 
respect them, but many parents don't play a role in making that happen. 


Many fathers ask their children when they come home, “Did you pray? How did the 
exam go? How did you do in that class?” It's not about haram and halal or right and 
wrong; instead, you need to understand that you are a father, one of the two most 
important people in your children's lives. When you are beautiful to your children, as 
many fathers are, the children will begin to think that I truly want to pray like my father. 
The way my father speaks to our mother is how I would like to speak. 


When a daughter sees her mother speaking nicely and treating her husband with 
kindness, she would want to do the same for her father and her future husband. When 
the daughter sees her mother not talking to non-mahram men or showing herself to 
people who have no right to see her, when she sees her mother being loyal and caring for 
her husband, the daughter will learn and want to do the same. 


We've all heard the expression “Actions speak louder than words.” 


A man can tell his wife and children a million times that he loves them, but if he comes 
home every day and starts throwing things in anger, his actions speak louder than his 
words. 


And the same is true for the children: if a father does everything he can to show his love, 
care for them, and provide for them, but the children and his wife still do not obey what 
he says, this is also not right. Nobody's life is perfect, everyone feels angry and sad, but 
we should set goals and rules in our homes so that it is a peaceful place to be. A place 
where you can come and feel relaxed, not where the wife and husband are fighting and 
the children are speaking back to their parents. 
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Islam and Family 


It is extremely beneficial to have rules such as not talking loudly, praying five times a 
day on time, not watching haram, eating together, and so on. When there is a limit on 
how loudly people can talk, the house becomes a very peaceful place to be. The whole 
family eating together, sitting together, this is called a family. Many people do not give 
their families the attention they deserve, which causes them to feel disconnected. The 
children are eating out with their friends, the father is eating with his friends, one is 
sitting in his room, and so on; this is not a family! How lovely it would be if, upon 
hearing the adhan, everyone went to do wudu and pray. How lovely it would be if the 
entire family got up for Fajr every day. 


Changing your ways 


Many people are 60 years old, but because they did not lower their gaze when they were 
younger, they do not lower it at 60 because they are so used to it. But again, changing 
now is better than not changing at all. May Allah bestow upon us a beautiful and 
beautiful family, a family of people who will ease each other's path to Jannah and protect 
each other from sins and hellfire. It is really a blessing to have a mother or father who 
wakes you up for Fajr; it is truly a blessing. Many parents wake up their children for 
school but not for Fajr, showing their importance for school over prayer. How will such 
a family turn out? 


The Prophet # said, “No doubt, I intended to order somebody to pronounce the Igama 
of the (compulsory congregational) prayer and then I would go to the houses of those 
who do not attend the prayer and burn their houses over them.” 


This hadith was recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari (2420). 


Narrated Abu Huraira (may Allah be pleased with him): I heard Allah's Messenger 24 
saying, “If there was a river at the door of anyone of you and he took a bath in it five 
times a day would you notice any dirt on him?” They said, ‘Not a trace of dirt would be 
left.’ The Prophet added, ‘That is the example of the five prayers with which Allah 
erases sins.’” 


This hadith was recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari (528). 
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The reality of this life 


What would you think of someone who goes to a bus stop 10 minutes before the bus 
arrives and begins decorating it? He goes and starts painting the bus stop, putting up 
paintings and lights to make it feel like a home. If someone saw this person, they would 
think he's foolish because he has to leave in less than 10 minutes; there's no point in 
decorating the bus stop if you have to leave in a few minutes! This bus stop isn't a place 
to live; it's just a place to wait for a bus! 


The fact is that life is exactly the same. Yes, we aren't here for ten minutes, but we still 
have to leave one day. Life is a bus station; we will board the bus and travel to our 
graves. Some may board the bus early, while others will board later, but we will all end 
up in the same destination, our graves. Nobody remains at a bus stop their entire life; 
nobody becomes attached to a bus stop; it's a temporary location that you'll have to 
depart in a few minutes. After we die, after we are buried, that's when the real life 
begins. This life is a bus stop, a layover, a route to our ultimate destination, but it is not 
the final destination. 


The Prophet ¥$ said, “O Allah! There is no life worth living except the life of the 
Hereafter, so (please) make righteous the Ansar and the Emigrants.” 


This hadith was mentioned in Sahih al-Bukhari (6413). 


We need to understand why Allah Has sent us, as well as the reality of this life and 
death. 


Allah clearly explains why we are here on the earth, He says (Surat Adh-Dhartyat, 
51:56), 


“And I did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me.” 


We are not here to get addicted to money, cars, houses, or our desires. After we leave, 
the real life begins. This life is the test, if only we would realize. 
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Being patient 


As for this hadith of Anas ibn Malik (may Allāh be pleased with him) in which the 
Prophet Ž said, 


“There shall come upon the people a time in which the one who is patient upon his 
religion will be like the one holding onto a burning ember.” 


This hadith was recorded in Sahih al-Tirmidhi (2260) and graded as da'eef by Al- 
Bukhari in Al-Ilal Al-Kabir (329), Sadr al-Din al-Manawi in Kashf al-Manhaj wa al- 
Tanagih (4/436), Shuaib Al-Arna’oot in Takhreej Al-Musnad (15/34), Ibn Al-Qaisrani in 
Thakhira Al-Hafaz (5/2767), Al-Dhahabi in Mizan AlI-I’tidal (3/203). Ibn Uday graded 
this hadith as Munkar (denied/wrong) in Al-Kamil fi Al-Du’afa (6/113). 


Knowledge 


Knowledge that is beneficial is extremely important in Islam, so much so that the 


Prophet = said, 
“When Allah wills good for a person, He causes him to understand the religion.” 
This hadith was mentioned in Sahih al-Bukhari (71). 


The Prophet is reminding us now that if Allah wishes to do something good for 
someone, He grants him knowledge so that he will understand Islam. This is very similar 
to the Prophet's statement in which he said, 


“If Allah wants to do good to somebody, He afflicts him with trials.” 
This hadith was recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari (5645). 


What's fascinating about this statement is that people think trials and hardships are bad, 
yet if Allah gives someone trials, it means Allah loves him and wants to do something 
good for him. We can't claim that this relates to understanding Islam, but many people 
look down on someone who knows Islam, someone who calls the adhan or leads the 
prayer, so maybe in a way, but Allah Knows Best. 
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In another hadith the Prophet said, 


“Whoever takes a path upon which to obtain knowledge, Allah makes the path to 
Paradise easy for him.” 


This hadith was recorded in Sahih al-Tirmidhi (2646) and graded as hasan by 
Muhammad Jarallah Al-Saadi in Al-Nawafeh Al-Atrah (386) and by Al-Suyuti in Al- 
Jami’ Al -Saghir (8737). This hadith was also graded as sahih by Ibn al-Arabi in Arida 
al-Ahwadhi (5/320) and also by Al-Albani in Sahih Al-Tirmidhi (2646) and in Sahih Al- 
Jami (6298). 


As for this hadith in which the Prophet Ē said, 
“Seeking knowledge is a duty upon every Muslim.” 


This hadith was recorded in Sunan Ibn Majah (224) and was narrated by a few different 
narrators. It was graded as da'eef (weak) by Ibn Iraq Al-Kinani in Tanzih Al-Sharia 
(1/262), Al-Bazzar in Al-Bahr Al-Zakhar (1/172) and Imam Ahmad in Al-Muntakhab 
(107), it was also graded as da'eef jiddan (very weak) by Al-Albani in Da'eef Al-Jami 
(3626). 


As for the hadith in which the Prophet * said, 
“Seek knowledge even if it is in China, because seeking knowledge is obligatory for 
every Muslim.” 


We came across this hadith in the book of Al-Bayhaqi called “Shu'ab al-Iman” (1543 
[3/194]). We also came across this hadith in Musnad al-Bazzar (95) and Al-Suyuti's Al- 
Jami Al-Saghir (1105) and he graded this hadith as da'eef. This hadith was also graded 
as da'eef (weak) by Ibn Baz in Majmoo Fataawa (26/240), Al-Oawugji in Al-Lu’lu’ Al- 
Marso’ (40), Ibn Hibban in Al Majrouhin (1/489), Al-Dhahabi in Mizan al-Itidal (1/107), 
Al-Zargani in Mukhtasar al-Magasid (109), Ibn Hammat al-Dimashqi in Al-Tankit wal- 
lifada (29), Al-Albani in Al-Silsilah Al-Da’eefah (416), Ibn Al-Jawzi in Al-Mawdoo’ at 
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(1/347), Al-Ajlouni in Kashf al-Khafaa (1/154), Imam Ahmad in Al-Muntakhab min Al- 
Ilal Khalal (109). It is not correct to attribute this statement to the Prophet =. 


Knowing what Allah Has made obligatory upon us 


Knowledge is a gift from Allah to those whom Allah wants good for. This doesn't mean 
that every Muslim should become a scholar of Islam, but even having basic knowledge 
is valuable. Knowing what is obligatory on you is something that every Muslim must 
know. Knowing what Allah has made obligatory on you, such as not shaving your beard, 
praying five times a day, properly wearing the hijab, and so on. So, on the day of 
Judgment, one might come and say, “Allah I had no idea prayer was obligatory; I 
thought it was sunnah.” On the Day of Judgment, this will not work because one must 
know what Allah Has made obligatory on them. Coming on the Day of Judgment and 
saying, “I thought doing zina was halal,” or “I thought dealing with interest (riba) was 
halal,” because we must know what Allah Has made obligatory and what He Has made 
prohibited. So saying, “I was ignorant of the rulings,” won't work in front of Allah. 
Knowing what is obligatory upon us, is referred to as “Fard Ayn,” which translates as 
“Individual obligation.” 


Ahmadis 


Regarding Ahmadis, scholars agree that they are kaffirs (disbelievers) and they are not 
part of Islam in any way. To believe that there was a Prophet sent after Prophet 
Muhammad Š is kuffar (disbelief), according to the consensus of scholars. Allah clearly 
states (Surat Al-Ahzab, 33:44), 


“Muhammad is not the father of [any] one of your men, but [he is] the Messenger of 
Allah and seal [i.e., last] of the prophets. And ever is Allah, of all things, Knowing.” 


There's absolutely no doubt about Prophet Muhammad being the last and final 
Messenger. In a region where the disbelievers are in charge, it is not acceptable for a 
random person to kill or cause harm to such people, and it is also not permissible to be 
friends with such people. However, if one is in a region where the Islamic government is 
in charge, the Judge will determine the penalty for such people. Even in a region where 
Islamic law is in effect, we are still not telling for anyone to harm or murder them; the 
judge should make that decision, not a random person. 
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Scholars agree that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is a kaffir (disbeliever), a kazab (liar), and a 
dajjal (deceiver). He and his followers are not Muslims. 


Although it is preferable to avoid such people, this does not mean that one should begin 
using derogatory language or acting violently toward them. 


The issue we as Muslims have with them is that they identify as Muslims. Their claim 
that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was a prophet who came after our prophet Muhammad $ 
(Allah forbid). Believing in Allah, who is One, and in His Messenger, Prophet 
Muhammad, is the basis of Islam. It is disturbing to imply that this liar (Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad) is a Prophet after our great Prophet Muhammad $. We have absolutely no 
issues when they claim that we have nothing to do with Islam in any way and follow a 
different religion. The issue, though, is that they identify as Muslims and claim to be a 
part of us. Jews and Christians are not considered to be Muslims, therefore we have no 
problems with them. However, if a Christian claims to be a Muslim and claims that we 
as Muslims believe Jesus (peace be upon him) is God, Allah forbid, then we will have an 
issue because you are claiming to be part of Islam even though you are not a Muslim. If 
Ahmadis refer to themselves as something other than Muslims, after that, we have no 
problem with whatever they do or believe, even if they believe in Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, 
as long as they don't call themselves Muslims. We don't have an issue with you 
practicing your faith, but just don't claim to be a part of us. The message is crystal clear 
for anyone who wants to understand it. 


Allah says (Surat Al-Kafirun, 109:6), 
“For you is your religion, and for me is my religion.” 


May Allah keep us on the right path and protect us from such things. 
Three people who are not held accountable for their actions 


The Prophet Ē said, “The Pen is lifted from the minor, the insane person and the 
sleeper.” 
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This hadith was recorded in Sunan Ibn Majah (2042) and in Sunan an-Nasa'i (3432). 
This hadith was graded as sahih by Al-Albani in Sahih Ibn Majah (1673), Ibn Oudamah 
in Al-Mughni (345/10) and as hasan in Al-Kafi (1/93). Ibn al-Oayyim graded this hadith 
as hasan in Ahkam Ahl al-Dhimma (902/2) as well as Jamal al-Din al-Mardawi in 
Kifayat al-Mustaqni’ (185). Ibn Baz graded this hadith as sahih in Fatawa Noor Ala Al 
Darb (6/22), as well as Shuaib Al-Arnaout in Takhreej Sharh Al-Sunnah (9/220,221) and 
in Takhreej Mushkil Al-Athar (3987). Ibn Al-Mundhir also graded this hadith as sahih in 
Al-Awsat (12/364) and in Al-Iqna’ (2/603). This hadith was also graded as sahih by An- 
Nawawi in Al-Majmoo’ (6/253) and by Ibn Al-Arabi in Ardh Al-Awadi (3/392). 


“The Pen is lifted.” 


The word “pen” refers to the fact that the pen of deeds has been lifted. That is, deeds are 
not written down because the pen is lifted. 


“The Pen is lifted from the minor.” 


That is, a minor is someone who has not yet reached puberty, someone who is young and 
unaccountable for their good and bad deeds. As a result, the pen is lifted from such a 
person, meaning that they are not accountable for their actions. 


“The insane person.” 

Meaning a person who is mentally ill or has a disordered state of mind. Such a person is 
not held accountable for their actions because they may not understand what is 
permissible and what is prohibited. 


And lastly, “The sleeper.” 


If a person can feel their phone or wallet being pulled out of their pocket while sleeping, 
it means they aren't really sleeping. However, if one does not feel their wallet or phone 
being taken out from their pocket it means that they are sleeping, and such a person will 
not be held accountable in front of Allah for what he does while in that state. According 
to this hadith, if one has a wet dream while sleeping, they will not be held accountable 
for it. Even if a person is fasting and has a wet dream while sleeping, they will not be 
held accountable for such an action because it is beyond their control and it does not 
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break the fast. 
Allah says (Surat Al-Bagarah, 2:286), 
“Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity.” 


Meaning, Allah will not subject a person to more than he can handle. Allah will not 
subject a person to more hardship than he can bear. 


Hand-practice and its cure 


Even though we believe that mastubatation is an inappropriate topic to talk about, but it 
is something that many people are confused about. Masturbation (i.e. hand-practice), in 
our opinion and the majority of scholars' opinion, is completely haram (prohibited) for 
both men and women. 


Allah says (Surat Al-Mu'minun 23:5-7), 


“And they who guard their private parts Except from their wives or those their right 
hands possess, for indeed, they will not be blamed - But whoever seeks beyond that, 
then those are the transgressors -” 

Based on the verse above, it is clear that Allah is saying that those who do not protect 


their private parts from their wives and those who possess their right hand have no sin or 
blame on them. What is meant by “Right hand possess” is Female slave (s) or captives 
under one's ownership. So there is absolutely nothing wrong with this whatsoever. 


“But whoever seeks beyond that, then those are the transgressors -” 


This verse, in our opinion, and in the opinion of the majority of scholars, is evidence that 
hand-practice is haram (prohibited). This last verse, which we mentioned earlier, forbids 
all sexual acts except with their wives or what their right hand possesses. This includes 
mastubatation, and this is the view of the majority of scholars as we have mentioned 
above. However, one's wife and husband can mastuabte each other, as well as what a 
man's right hand poses as indicated in the verse above, but it is not permissible for a man 
or a woman to mastuabte by themselves, and this is the most correct view. This topic is 
against haya (modesty/shyness) and it is inappropriate, but many people, unfortunately, 
struggle with this issue. 
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As for the solution to this problem, one should get married because the Prophet # said, 


“O young people! Whoever among you can marry, should marry, because it helps him 
lower his gaze and guard his modesty (1.e. his private parts from committing illegal 
sexual intercourse etc).” 


If a person is unable to marry, he should fast, because the Prophet # said in the same 
hadith, 


“Whoever is not able to marry, should fast, as fasting diminishes his sexual power.” 
This hadith was mentioned in Sahih al-Bukhari (5066) and also in Sahih Muslim (1400). 
This is a very big test from Allah because the Prophet * said, 

“After me I have not left any trial more severe to men than women.” 


This hadith was mentioned in Sahih al-Bukhari (5096). 


Meaning, there is no test or trail more severe to men than women. 


Their is also a hadith which was included by Imam an-Nawawi in his Forty Hadith 
collection (25) and in Sahih Muslim (1006) in which the Prophet Ē said, 


“And in man's sexual Intercourse (with his wife,) there is a sadaqah (charity). They (the 
Companions) said: O Messenger of Allah! Is there reward for him who satisfies his 
sexual passion among us? He said: Tell me, if he were to devote it to something 
forbidden, would it not be a sin on his part? Similarly, if he were to devote it to 
something lawful, he should have a reward.” 


This hadith was longer than what we have mentioned here. The Prophet Ē is telling us 
that a man is being rewarded for having sexual relations with his wife. The companions 
asked him that by fulfilling our desires, Allah will reward us? On this, the Prophet says 
something extremely beautiful, 
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“If he were to devote it to something forbidden, would it not be a sin on his part? 
Similarly, if he were to devote it to something lawful, he should have a reward.” 


He tells us that a man and a woman could have done something haram, such as zina or 
adultery, and they would be punished for it. But Allah will reward them for avoiding 
what is unlawful because they protected each other from these prohibited things. As the 
clear meaning of this hadith suggests, avoiding haram results in reward, while doing 
haram results in sin and a painful punishment. 


The times we live in 


With homosexuality, zina, adultery and Allah Knows what else on the rise, it is 
extremely frightening in the times we live in. Sometimes I feel a feeling that Allah will 
cause the earth to shake, as he did to the people of Lut (peace be upon him). It's sad that 
Prophet Lut (peace be upon him) was sent to people who committed homosexulity, and 
we also live in a time when this is considered normal. What's sad is that many people 
brag and show off that they have a girlfriend and a boyfriend, that they have had zina 
with this many people before. Is this really something we should be proud of? One 
should be embarrassed to say something like this, but unfortunately, it has become the 
norm. This reminds me of two narrations in which the Prophet says, 


“From among my followers there will be some people who will consider illegal sexual 
intercourse, the wearing of silk, the drinking of alcoholic drinks and the use of musical 


instruments, as lawful.” 


“All the sins of my followers will be forgiven except those of the Mujahirin (those who 
commit a sin openly or disclose their sins to the people).” 


The first hadith was mentioned in Sahih al-Bukhari (5590) and the second was 
mentioned in Sahih al-Bukhari (6069). 


This is an extremely important hadith, and we will go over it further later, In Sha Allah. 
May Allah keep us safe from these trails and the fitnah of our times. 
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Upon seeing the moon 


Bilal ibn Yahya ibn Talhah ibn Ubaidullah (may Allāh be pleased with him) narrated: 
from his father, from his grandfather Talhah ibn Ubaidullah (may Allāh be pleased with 
him) that when the Prophet £ would see a crescent moon, he would say, “O Allah, bring 
it over us with blessing and faith, and security and Islam. My Lord and your Lord is 
Allah (Allahumma ahlilhu "alainā bil-yumni wal-Īmān, was-salāmati wal-Islām, rabbi 
wa rabbuk Allāh).” 


This hadith was mentioned in Sahih al-Tirmidhi (3451), Musnad Ahmad (1397), Al- 
Darimi (1688), At-Tarikh al-Kabir (2/109), Abu Ya'la (661), Kitab ad-Du'a (903) and 
Amal al-yawm wa'l-layla (641). There is difference of opinion whether or not this hadith 
is authentic, it was graded as hasan by the investigators of Musnad Ahmad (3/17). Ibn 
Hajar graded this hadith as da'eef in Al-Isabah fi tamyiz al Sahabah (3/436) but then 
graded it as hasan in Nataij Al Afkar. Al-Albani graded this hadith as sahih in Sahih Al- 
Tirmidhi (3451) and Ahmed Shaker graded it has hasan in Takhreej Al-Musnad (2/366), 
and so did Shoaib Al-Arnaout in Takhreej Al-Musnad (1397). Al-Suyuti graded it as 
sahih in Al-Jami Al-Saghir (6677). Others graded this hadith as da'eef (weak), but in our 
view, this hadith is also hasan, and Allah Knows Best. 


The perfect creation of Allah 
Allah says (Surat At-Tin, 95:4), 


“We have certainly created man in the best of stature.” 


We love this verse because it is so true when you think about it. In this verse, Allah is 
saying that He created humans in the best of ways. Everything is perfect, from the limbs 
to the hands to the hair. From our eyes to our toes, from our hearts to the tiniest parts of 
our ears that help us hear. We believe it's amazing, when we think about any part of our 
body, we can't seem to find a better place for it than where it is right now. Small things 
that we think are insignificant, such as the nails on our fingers, protect our tissues 
despite their size. Even though our eyelashes are a small part of our bodies that we 
rarely think about, they protect our eyes from dust! One can think for hours and years, 
but there is no better place for any part of their body than where they are right now. We 
would start to fall and lean on things if we didn't have our toes. It seems to be a small 
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thing because we don't think about it often enough. 


What's even more fascinating is that when we get a cut on our skin, our bodies 
immediately begin to heal the wound. We don't have to say "heal heal heal" because it 
takes care ofitself! Subhanallah! Our eyes are used for a variety of purposes. We can see 
using them, but they also aid in creating attraction for our spouse. So many poetries are 
written based on a person's eyes, even though the eyes are to see, Allah also put them on 
our heads so we can see as well as attract our spouses. If Allah Had wanted, He could 
have placed our eyes on our hands, but instead he placed them on our heads! We could 
have grown beards on our backs or hands, but Allah Chose to grow them on our faces. 
So many times we fall or hit our heads somewhere and survive, our brains remaining 
unaffected. Allah Has made our brains so strong that no matter how many times we fall 
or a ball hits our heads, we will be fine. 


Our blood vessels and veins are extremely long, but they do not become tangled. If one 
continues to ignore Allah's Signs, no one is a bigger fool than such a person. Allah has 
made it so clear, the way our bodies are so complexed, it reminds us of the verse in 
which Allah said, 

“For indeed, it is not eyes that are blinded, but blinded are the hearts which are within 
the breasts.” 


and, 
“And thus have We sent it [1.e., the Qur’an] down as verses of clear evidence...” 


The first verse we quoted is from Surat Al-Hajj (22:46), and the second is from Surat Al- 
Hajj (22:16). 


May Allah grant us understanding, and Allah Knows Best. 
Subhānaka Allahumma wa bihamdik, ash-hadu an lā ilāha illa ant, astaghfiruka wa atību 


ilayk (Glory is to You, O Allah, and praise is to You. I bear witness that there is none 
worthy of worship but You. I seek Your forgiveness and repent to You). 
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